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Road Safety Inspection

• Different interpretations of RSI.
• The benefits of RSI
• The development of RSI standards and

guidelines in Ireland in response to EU
RISM directive
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Different interpretations of RSI.
The directive definition leaves a lot of room
for manoeuvre:

An ordinary periodical verification of the characteristics
and defects of an operational road that require
maintenance work for reasons of road safety.

UK – based on maintenance checks.
Italy – extremely thorough.
Norway – since 2004 plus video
Germany – two types, Periodic & Dedicated
Austria – standards since 2008
Ireland – never done it before, standards (2012)
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Directive preamble (6)
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Using preamble 6

• A number of countries looked at the definition
of RSI in the directive and focused on the
words ‘defects that maintenance work ’,

• Immediately jump to the conclusion that RSI
could be interpreted as just a maintenance
check.

Will  Member States use Preamble 6 as an
excuse to “Do Nothing”?
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Article 6 of the directive.
1. Member States shall ensure that safety

inspections are undertaken in respect of the
roads in operation in order to identify the road
safety related features and prevent accidents.

2. Safety inspections shall comprise periodic
inspections of the road network and surveys on
the possible impact of roadworks on the safety
of the traffic flow.
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Article 6 of the directive
3. Member States shall ensure that periodic inspections are

undertaken by the competent entity. Such inspections
shall be sufficiently frequent to safeguard adequate
safety levels for the road infrastructure in question.

4. Without prejudice to the guidelines adopted pursuant to
Article 8, Member States shall adopt guidelines on
temporary safety measures applying to roadworks. They
shall also implement an appropriate inspection scheme to
ensure that those guidelines are properly applied.
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Road Safety Inspection is NOT

- a check against design standards

- a Road Safety Audit

- an analysis to find collision clusters
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Road Safety Inspection is
- Proactive not Reactive

- Fresh Eyes looking at the road

- From the Drivers Perspective

- Consistency
– Is the road sending a consistent message  to the driver?
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Road Safety Inspection can be

SELF EXPLAINING ROADS

FORGIVING ROADSIDES

SUMMER SCHOOL SIIV 2012 - ROAD SAFETY MANAGEMENT
Theoretical principles and practical application in the framework of the European Directive 2008/96/CE

Catania 24-28 September 2012

12

In Ireland, like most of Europe, the TERN
network consists of our motorway network
plus some single carriageway roads.

By focusing RSI on the TERN network will
this Directive take funding away from other
non-TERN single carriageway roads?

Ireland have tried to avoid this by agreeing to
carry out RSI on all national roads.
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How do you stop “Over The Top” report
recommendations from RSI inspectors wanting a
“Rolls-Royce” solution to every problem?

To solve this issue Ireland have
split the report and the
recommendations –

NRA Road Safety Engineers will make
the recommendations based on report
provided by consultants or regional road
design offices.
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Road Safety Inspection:

An ordinary periodical verification of the characteristics
and defects of an operational road that require
maintenance work for reasons of road safety.

• The primary purpose of a Road Safety Inspection is to identify
issues relating to road safety;

• it is not a check of compliance with design standards.
• The RSI shall only consider those matters that have an adverse

bearing on road safety under all operating conditions.
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Ireland submitted the
following document to the
EU in spring of 2012 – to

confirm Ireland’s
compliance with the EU

RISM Directive
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One of the documents
submitted was our new
standard on Road Safety
Inspection  HD 17/12
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Article 6 – Health and Safety at Road Works
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Article 6 – Health and Safety at Road Works

• inspection regime
• who inspects what?

Inspections of roadwork sites
Inspections of the procedures on roadwork
sites to ensure that standards and guidelines
are being applied

• notification issues

SUMMER SCHOOL SIIV 2012 - ROAD SAFETY MANAGEMENT
Theoretical principles and practical application in the framework of the European Directive 2008/96/CE

Catania 24-28 September 2012

46

In Ireland an inspection scheme has been established:

by NRA to ensure that those guidelines are properly applied on TERN network
road works sites (in Ireland, on all national roads), and

by Local Authorities to ensure that those guidelines are properly applied on:

LA TERN network road works sites (in Ireland, on all national roads),
and

also by LA / Statutory Undertakers any road works sites carried out by
Statutory Undertakers on the TERN network (in Ireland, on all national
roads).
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‘Shall Endeavour’-
it’s not mandatory,
just an obligation
to do your best!!!!
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